
CMS Comparison Matrix
This chart accompanies the article How to Select a Content Management System, by Eric Landmann.

Use this comparison chart as a guide in selecting a content management system (CMS). Remember there are many
CMSs available. This comparison reflects a few common platforms. Check the "Do you Need?" column if this is a
feature that you must have or is a consideration for your site.

Remember that these are developer tools, and that you probably will need to engage the services of a developer to get
these platforms up and running.

Do
You

Need?
Feature Name

Acumium
CMS

3.0 [1,2]

DotNetNuke
CE

5.4 [1,2]
Drupal

6.19 [1,2]
ExpressionEngine

2.0 [1,2]
Joomla!

1.5.20 [1,2]
WordPress
3.0.1 [1,2]

itPage
3.0 [2]

Licensing

Licensing Fee ? Free Free Free to $249 Free Free Free

License Type Closed
Source

Open
Source

Open
Source Closed Source Open

Source
Open
Source

Open
Source

Development
Fee $_________ $_________ $_________ $_________ $_________ $_________ $_________

Security

Anti-Spam
Features ? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Audit Trail Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No
Content
Approval Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No

Database
Backup ? Yes Yes No Yes

(Add-On)
Yes
(Add-On) Yes

Encrypted
Passwords Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Login History Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
(Add-On) Yes

User
Privileges Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes

Versioning Yes Yes Yes Limited Yes
(Add-On)

Yes
(Add-On) No

Content Management

Asset
Management Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Auto Image
Resizing Yes Yes Yes

(Add-On) Yes Yes Limited Yes

Content
Scheduling Yes Yes Yes

(Add-On) Yes Yes Yes Yes

Content
Staging Yes Costs Extra Yes

(Add-On) No No No No

Content
Syndication
(RSS)

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No
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Copy/Paste
from Word Yes Yes Yes

(Add-On) Yes (Add-On) Yes Yes Yes

File and
Document
Management

Yes (Extra) Yes Yes
(Add-On) Yes Yes Yes

(Add-On) Yes

Heirarchy
Control

Yes
(Add-On) Yes Yes Yes Yes* Yes Yes

Media Library Yes
(Add-On) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Media Upload Yes
(Add-On) Yes Yes Limited Yes Yes Yes

One-Page
Content
Editing

? No No No Yes Yes Yes

Online
Administration Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Source Editor Yes Yes Yes
(Add-On) Yes (Add-On) Yes Yes Yes

Spell Checker No Yes
(Add-On)

Yes
(Add-On) Yes No Yes Yes

Sub-sites /
Roots Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No

Template
Language Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes

Web-based
Style/Template
Management

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Web-based
Translation
Management

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
(Add-On) Limited No

WYSIWYG
Editor Yes Yes Yes

(Add-On) Yes (Add-On) Yes Yes Yes

Flexibility

Interface
Localization No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No

Metadata Yes Yes Yes Limited Yes Yes Yes
Multi-lingual
Content Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

(Add-On)
Yes
(Add-On) No

Multi-Site
Deployment Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

(Add-On) No No

URL
Rewriting Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Built-in Applications

Blog No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No

Chat No Costs Extra Yes
(Add-On) No Yes

(Add-On)
Yes
(Add-On) No

Discussion /
Forum Yes Yes Yes Costs Extra Yes

(Add-On)
Yes
(Add-On) Costs Extra
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Document
Management No Yes Limited Limited Yes

(Add-On) No Limited

Calendar Yes Yes Yes
(Add-On) Yes Yes

(Add-On)
Yes
(Add-On) Costs Extra

FAQ
Management Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

(Add-On) No

Help Desk /
Bug Reporting Yes Costs Extra Yes

(Add-On) Limited Yes
(Add-On) No Yes

Link
Management Yes Yes Yes

(Add-On) Yes Yes Yes Yes

Contact Form Yes Yes Yes
(Add-On) Yes Yes Yes

(Add-On) Yes

Dashboard Yes Costs Extra Yes
(Add-On) Limited No Yes Yes

Newsletter Yes Yes Yes
(Add-On) Yes Yes

(Add-On)
Yes
(Add-On) No

Image Gallery No Yes Yes
(Add-On) Yes Yes

(Add-On)
Yes
(Add-On) Yes

Portfolio No Yes Yes
(Add-On) Yes Yes

(Add-On)
Yes
(Add-On) Yes

Polls Costs Extra Yes Yes Yes (Add-On) Yes Yes
(Add-On) No

Internal
Search Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Sitemap Yes Yes Yes
(Add-On) Yes Yes

(Add-On)
Yes
(Add-On) Yes

Syndicated
Content (RSS) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No

Testimonials No No No No No No Yes

eCommerce

Paypal Donate
Button No No No No No No Yes

Shopping Cart Yes Yes Yes
(Add-On) Yes Yes

(Add-On) No No

Marketing

Automatic
Meta Tags Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

(Add-On) Yes

Clean URLs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Landing Pages Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes
Sitemap
Generation Yes Yes Yes

(Add-On) Yes Yes
(Add-On)

Yes
(Add-On) Yes

Web Analytics Omniture Google Google
(Add-On)

Google
(Add-On) Google Google

(Add-On) Google

Support

Commercial
Support Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes
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Commercial
Training Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes

Developer
Community No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Online Help Yes Yes Yes Limited Yes Yes Yes
Public Forum Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Public Mailing
List Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

NOTES
Data compiled Sept. 1, 2010
[1] Source: cmsmatrix.com
[2] Source: vendor research
* = Feature exists, but is not user-friendly

Eric Landmann is the project maintainer of itPage, an open-source CMS for Lasso Professional.


